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A NEWSLETTER FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT ESTech

In T ouch

Co
rn

er
st

on
e 

Gr
ou

p 
©

 2
02

0

Contact
ESTech 
403 3rd Ave. / PO Box 397 
Hugo, CO 80821 
Phone: 1-888-999-3778

Office Hours
 M-Th 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Office Closure 
Monday, May 27 – Memorial Day

Email 
customerservice@esrta.com

Visit Us Online
www.esrta.com

We Keep You  
Covered and 
Connected
ESTech is here for our customers 
through sunshine and storms. Our 
umbrella of services — internet, 
phone, and more — will cover your 
communica-
tions needs 
and connect 
you to what 
matters 
most. Plus, 
this technology is combined with 
friendly and responsive support from 
our local employees, which is sure to 
keep you smiling regardless of what 
the day brings.

Call 1-888-999-3778 to learn  
more about any of our services.

1-888-999-3778  |  esrta.com

BEFORE YOU
GRAB YOUR
SHOVEL,
GRAB YOUR
PHONE!
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Planning to Dig Into a 
Backyard Renovation? 
With summer right around the corner, 
you may be dreaming of making 
improvements to your home’s out-
door spaces. If those plans include 
building a patio, putting up a fence, 
or planting bushes and trees, remem-
ber to call 811 before work begins.

Every digging job requires a call to 
811 to have underground utility lines 
marked. In some cases, lines are 
buried close to the surface and could 
easily be damaged by even shallow 
digging, resulting in service interrup-
tions to your neighborhood.

When you call, simply tell the opera-
tor where you’re planning to dig and 
what type of work you’ll be doing. 
The affected local utilities will send 
a locator to your property, free of 
charge. Then you’ll know what’s 
below and be able to dig safely.

As one of your local service 
providers, ESTech thanks you in 
advance for your cooperation!

Working from home is expected to become more commonplace in 
the coming years. That’s because remote work offers economic and 
social benefits including cost savings, improved work/life balance, and 
higher productivity. It’s not just freelancers who work remotely, either. 
The State of Remote Work 2018 found 58% of remote workers were 
company employees. 

Do you currently work remotely or wish you could do so? You’ll find these statistics 
interesting:

•   2/3 of employers report increased productivity for remote workers compared to 

in-office workers.

•  Remote workers can save $7,000 a year and employers up to $11,000.

•   Remote workers report 82% reduced stress.

•  57% of the IT industry in the U.S. is now remote.

•  50.9% of the U.S. workforce, or 86.5 million people, could be freelancing by 2028. 

•  About one in four Americans are now working remotely on an occasional basis.  

•   The 10 most popular work from home positions in America are accountant, 

engineer, instructor, writer, consultant, program manager, project manager, customer 

service representative, business development manager, and account executive.

•  Gallup predicts 73% of employers will have some remote employees by 2028.

•  1/3 of workers would change jobs for remote work opportunities.

•  43% of remote workers consider a flexible schedule to be the biggest benefit.

•   Companies with female CEOs were four times more likely to offer remote 
work opportunities than those with men at the helm.

•   Less than one-third of remote workers have a home office. Instead, 27% say 

they work from the living room, 16% from the bedroom, 13% from the dining room, 

and 10% from the kitchen.

ESTech can equip your home with a reliable  
high-speed internet connection to meet the  
requirements of remote work. We also offer  
a variety of phone solutions. To get details,  
call 1-888-999-3778.
Sources: www.tecla.io/blog/2019-remote-it-workers-stats-companies- 

should-know, www.greatworklife.com/telecommuting-remote- 

working-statistics-trends

Remote Work is Working Well 
for a Growing Number of People



The new Disney+ streaming service launched in the U.S. in November 
2019, allowing subscribers to enjoy classic Disney films — as well as 
other content from Pixar, Lucasfilm, Marvel, National Geographic, 
and Fox — all in one place. 

Some initial Disney+ users, however, reported problems with buffering and picture 

quality that they don’t experience when viewing content on Netflix. While minor hic-

cups are common with service launches, there’s more going on here than just that. If 

you or someone you know is having issues with Disney+, it’s important to understand 

the role of these technologies — compression algorithms and 4K and UHD video.

Netflix is the king of compression algorithms, which enable them to take a video file 

on demand, shrink the file size down small enough to send to subscriber accounts in 

a timely manner, then have the file decompress and stream effortlessly on the user’s 

device. (This is similar to what happens at work when you compress multiple large files 

into a zip folder before sending to a coworker, who then decompresses it before viewing.) 

Disney+ is working to improve its compression algorithms, but in the meantime, users 

may experience buffering since the files streaming on Disney+ use up more bandwidth 

than a similar file on Netflix would. 

In addition, Disney+ is promoting the availability of both 4K and UHD video for sharper 

and more detailed picture quality. Since these types of files are larger, the enhanced 

resolution doesn’t mean much if Disney+ is unable to compress and deliver them without 

losing video quality. Users may notice splotchy pixels and discolored spots or a delay in 

picture or audio.

The bottom line is this: You may not have any issues streaming Netflix on multiple devices 

across your home network, but be occasionally disappointed in your viewing experience 

with Disney+. More bandwidth can help, so you may want to consider an upgrade of 

your internet plan to a faster speed.  

Call us at 1-888-999-3778 for internet plan recommendations based on 
your household’s usage and number of devices.
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Subscribers to Disney+  
May Experience a Few Minuses

Meet the Employees 
of Eastern Slope: 
Austin Gardner 
Multi-Functional  
Network Worker
I have been 
working for 
Eastern Slope 
since June of 
2018. Initially, I 
started in the 
construction 
department, 
and then was promoted to Multi-
Functional Network Worker. I do 
anything from plowing cable for 
projects to splicing fiber for new 
customers. 

I grew up in Hugo, and graduated from 
Genoa-Hugo High School in 2011. I 
attended Northeastern Junior College 
in Sterling, where I studied welding. 

During my free time, I enjoy hunting, 
fishing, and spending my weekends 
with friends and family. I feel lucky to 
be able to have a great career in my 
hometown. I can’t wait to see what the 
future has in store for me!

Reasons to  
Love a Landline 
Landline phone service gives you:

•   Reliability. Count on constant 
connections, since power outages 
won’t affect a landline.

•   Safety. 911 operators automatically 
see your exact location when some-
one calls, regardless of whether the 
caller can speak or not.

•   Dependable Quality. When was 
the last time your landline dropped 
a call or had bad reception?

These are just a few reasons to love a 
landline. Contact us for even more.



Co
rn

er
st

on
e 

Gr
ou

p 
©

 2
02

0

ESTech • 1-888-999-3778 • www.esrta.com

Laugh It Up  
During National  
Humor Month
April became National Humor Month 
in 1976, thanks to comedian and 
author Larry Wilde, who saw it as a 
means to heighten public awareness 
of the therapeutic value of humor. 

Studies by neuroscientists and psy-
chologists have shown that laughter 
increases the release of endorphins 
— chemicals in the brain that make us 
feel good. Laughter can also boost the 
immune system, lower blood pressure, 
reduce tension, and improve cognition.

National Humor Month kicks off with 
April Fool’s Day and encourages us 
to continue the fun throughout the 
month by sharing great jokes, funny 
stories, and silly videos. Looking for 
more ideas? Consider these:

•   Pack laughter in your child’s 
lunchbox. You’ll find lots of ideas 
online when you search for “lunch-
box joke printables.” 

•   Host a laugh-in with a comedy 
movie marathon. Check out a 
list of the 30 funniest movies of 
all time at bestlifeonline.com/
funniest-movies.

•   Look through the funny faces in 
old photo albums. There’s nothing 
like seeing the clothing and hair-
styles of bygone decades to bring 
on the giggles.

What do we do for laughs here 
at ESTech? We remember dial-up 
internet!

For decades, thinking about the year 2020 has brought out the 
imaginations of futurists, engineers, science writers, and others. 
Here are a few of their funnier predictions:

Roads will become tubes.
According to a 1957 article in Popular Mechanics, the family vehicle of 2020 would only 

need enough power to get from home to the nearest tube in a network of pneumatic 

tubes. Then, by the calculations of a Honeywell engineer, “vehicles will be pneumatically 

powered to any desired destination.” (Picture the tube at your bank’s drive-through lane, 

only much bigger.)

Human feet will become just one big toe.
During a lecture to the Royal College of Surgeons of England in 1911, a surgeon named 

Richard Clement Lucas made the following curious prediction: “Human beings in the 

future will become one-toed. The small toes are being used less and less as time goes on, 

while the great toe is developing in an astonishing manner.” Lucas believed that by 

around 2020, our outer toes would gradually disappear. 

Vacuums will be nuclear-powered.
Alex Lewyt, president of Lewyt vacuum company, wanted the world to be excited about 

vacuum cleaners. But he may have missed the mark when he predicted in 1955 that nuclear-

powered vacuum cleaners would become a reality and every household in 2020 would insist 

on cleaning floors this way. We can be grateful that the mini-Chernobyl-waiting-to-happen 

vacuum did not end up on store shelves. 

We’ll live in flying houses.
Inventor Arthur C. Clarke believed the 

boring houses of 1966 would be radically 

different by the time we reached 2020. He 

wrote, “The house of the future would have 

no roots tying it to the ground. Gone would 

be water pipes, drains, power lines; the 

autonomous home could therefore move, 

or be moved, to anywhere on earth at the 

owner’s whim.” Clarke also predicted, “Whole 

communities may migrate south in the win-

ter, or move to new lands whenever they feel 

the need for a change of scenery.”

While you won’t be living in a flying 
house in 2020, you probably will 
have internet usage that keeps going 
up. To meet your increasing internet 
needs, call 1-888-999-3778 and sign 
up for one of our faster plans.

Hilarious Predictions About 
2020 Made Long Ago


